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Porridge Pot and Historic Bus Tour 
Ken Caldwell, Promotions and Events Co-ordinator 

The museum was a hive of activity on Thursday, 
June 5th, as the North Lanark Museum co-hosted 
a reception for the first ever McDonald family bus 
tour. Over 40 people visited the museum during 
the day and over 80 enjoyed lunch in the 
afternoon. The bus tour stopped at many historic 
locations across Mississippi Mills, including the 
McDonald family Cemetery, Blakeney, Clayton 
and the Mill of Kintail.  
 
The event also featured a wonderful lunch at the 
Almonte United Church, a presentation by Barrie 
Lennox on the history of the McDonald family, an 
introduction to the online Almonte Gazette by 
Matthew Moxley of the Mississippi Valley Textile 
Museum, and the creation of a sand memorial jar presented to Mary and Barrie Lennox. 
 
The museum was proud to display beautiful artefacts donated by the McDonald and McPhail families, with 
many of their descendants coming to view items owned by their ancestors during the pioneer days.  

 
The McPhail and McDonald families were joined when Alexander McPhail 
married Catherine McDonald in the early 1800’s.  The main attraction in the 
event was the McDonald Porridge Pot, which was donated to the museum in 
2013. The pot dates back some 200 years to Scotland, where the McDonalds 
lived before emigrating to Canada in the early 1800’s. The pot was donated 
to the museum by Mary and Barrie Lennox. 
 
The museum also holds  equipment originally owned by Andrew McPhail 
when he farmed in Ramsay. The items were donated by the Munros, the 
family who bought the McDonald farm in 1947. These tools are fine 
examples of early farming technology and a good addition to our museum’s 
collection. The tools include a winnowing basket, a hand-operated corn 
planter, and a large cradle scythe. 
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The museum was full of McPhails and McDonalds, remembering their 
collective past and recounting stories. While the porridge pot was a 
source of continual fascination, the museum was also proud to display  
a new donation from Gwen Hefferman, which tells the story of 
Andrew McPhail.  
 
The items, displayed in a glass case, included a portrait of Andrew 
McPhail and mementos he kept of his first wife who tragically died only 
two years after they were married. He would stay unmarried for the 
next 30 years. For the rest of his life, he cherished what he had left of 
her; a pocket watch given to her as a wedding gift and a carnival glass 
pitcher from the time they spent at the Toronto Expo in 1903.  
 
The bus tour was a great success, and the North Lanark Regional 
Museum is glad to have played its part in such a historic gathering. The 
event was done in partnership with the Lanark County Genealogy 
Society and Archives Lanark. Special thanks go to Marilyn Snedden and Jayne Munro, who conducted the 
historic tours on the buses.  
 

Photos Above: the colossal porridge pot donated to the museum by the McDonald Clan, dating back to the 1700's; 
Heartbroken Andrew McPhail; The pitcher he kept in memory of his late wife. 

Dressed to Impress 
Sarah Chisholm, Project Coordinator 

Sometimes you are blown away by the efforts of your volunteers. While Lee Boltwood was cleaning out 
her fabrics this spring, she took it upon herself to do something amazing. Using what she had on hand, she 
made beautiful pioneer costumes, including several bonnets and aprons. These outfits are very much 
appreciated by the museum, and will be happily worn 
by children during our outreach programs to local 
schools and during our summer camps. 
 
Rita Cornell is also quite handy with a sewing 
machine. She has made a pioneer dress for the girls 
and a stylish vest for the boys. She is also planning a 
BIG addition to the museum’s costume collection. 
Using her tailoring skills, Rita intends to make a male 
pioneer costume to fit the museum’s biggest summer 
student, Ken Caldwell, who is 6’4” and about as 
barrel chested as they come. Look forward to seeing 
Rita’s work displayed in concert with pioneer log 
cabin tours. 
 
 

Bonnet made by Lee Boltwood 
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Strawberry Social 
Ken Caldwell, Promotions and Events Co-ordinator.  
 

The annual strawberry social is coming up! Tickets are currently being sold at the North Lanark Regional 
Museum and Baker Bob’s of Almonte for 10$ per person. The Social will be held at the museum from 
1:30pm to 4:00pm, on Sunday June 22nd. 
 
Entertainment for the day will be 
provided by the Perth Citizens Band, 
led by Brian Tackaberry. The band will 
be playing a variety of music, from 
early jazz to movie soundtracks. The 
museum is still searching for a 
generous business to donate 
strawberries for the event. The 
museum would like to thank the 
Equator Coffee Roasters of Almonte 
for donating a supply of their delicious 
coffee for guests of the event to enjoy. 
 
Feel free to come earlier and check out 
the museum’s collection before the 
rush, as the Museum will be full of 
Strawberry Social ticket holders later 
on. 
 
 

Mystery Artefact 
Ken Caldwell, Promotions and Events Co-ordinator 
 

This strange contraption was found in the blacksmith 
display, and the museum has no record of how it got 
into our collections or what it was used for. It seems to 
be quite old, and consists of three logs attached to each 
other. Two logs form the top of the device while the 
third log is attached to the other two by a strip of 
leather. The third log, seen under the other two, appears 
to be roughly hollowed out into an ovular groove, with 
strange orange residue in the depression.  
 
The artefact is a continual source of befuddlement and 
help would be appreciated on the matter. If you have 
any idea what it is, please email or call the museum.

Guests at the 2013 North Lanark Regional Museum’s Strawberry Social 
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Trillium Update 
Sarah Chisholm, Project Coordinator 

The Trillium Project “Paving the Way to Sustainability” is moving forward 
with speed. 

The Museum Committee and Acquisition Committees are both up and 
running. Promotions are in full swing this year, as we are working to increase 
our museum’s attendance. Be on the lookout for our brand new rack cards 
and posters, which have been posted throughout the community. 

Two summer staff have been hired and the museum has officially opened for 
the season, with one more staff member scheduled to start working in July. 

As Project Coordinator my main responsibilities are to recruit and train volunteers, carry out school 
programs, develop museum policies and procedures and work to increase the organization’s financial 
stability. It’s a big project and we would be grateful for your help. We need volunteers for a variety of 
projects. One of our main projects will be the re-designing of the lower level exhibits. We need historians, 
artists, carpenters, curatorial volunteers and more. 

Interested in volunteering? Want to learn more about the museum? Call the museum and speak to the 
Project Coordinator at 613-257-8503. Visit the museum website at www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com, 
email us appletonmuseum@hotmail.com or visit the museum as we are now open for the season. 
 
The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario.  
 

Here Come the New Staff, Same as the Old Staff 
 
The museum is proud to welcome back its 2013 summer students, as three have been re-hired for the 2014 
season and the fourth will be joining in soon. The students are pleased to be back at the museum under the 
guidance of Project Co-ordinator,  Sarah Chisholm.  
 
Promotions, Promotions… 
Ken Caldwell, Promotions and Events Co-ordinator.  
 
My name is Kenneth Caldwell and I am the museum's new Promotions and Events Co-ordinator. You'll be 
hearing from me regularly as I am always writing articles and promotions for the museum, which usually 
end up in our local papers and websites. My goal is to get people to come to our little museum, and raise 
awareness about our collections and displays. Whenever I have spare time I'm usually at work on the 
blacksmith display with Stuart, or giving tours to visitors at the museum, both of which I love doing. 
 
Re-Organizing the Library 

Celia Zamorano, Research and Resource Assistant 

As the museum’s Research and Resource Assistant, my goal this summer is to re-organize and re-develop 
our library. This library contains many valuable resources covering local history, local genealogy, census 
records, and archived materials. These sources could greatly benefit our members’ and visitors’ experience 
of local history if these materials were made more accessible. By the end of the summer, I am aiming to 
create a complete and comprehensible index of materials available in the library, along with a new 

http://www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/
mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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organizational system on the shelves.  

I hope to make this index available on the museum’s website, and if possible, allow interactive access to the 
index. I will attempt to create an online index that is searchable, filter-enabled, and is able to give the online 
visitor the option to reserve or request materials online. 

As part of this project, I also aid with research requests, and hope to make this process easier with an 
updated library system. 

 

Lower Level Exhibit Re-Design: Blacksmith’s Shop 

Ken Caldwell, Promotions and Events Co-ordinator 

      

Above: Stuart Douglas cataloguing artefacts; the museum’s current display 

Blacksmith Exhibit Updates  
As part of the museums efforts to re-design the lower level exhibits, summer staff members are researching 
and re-cataloguing the tools in the display, which include blacksmith forge equipment, huge lumber saws 
and even a 7ft tall blacksmith’s cabinet. The objective of the renovation is to re-organize artefacts 
according to their use and provenance, while presenting local history in a more comprehensible way to 
visitors. 

Heading the project is Stuart Douglas, who is returning to work at the North Lanark Museum for his 2nd 
year in a row. Last year Stuart’s technological prowess proved a valuable asset to the museum, as he 
organized the museums communications exhibit, while creating informational videos for visitors to enjoy. 
Stuart is set to repeat his previous success, as he is already working diligently on the exhibit and its 
contents. He will be researching early blacksmithing methods, blacksmithing in the North Lanark area and 
organizing the collection of tools on display.  

Assisting Stuart in his work is Riley Miller, another returning summer student. Riley will be active in his 
role as Collections Assistant, working alongside Douglas to update the exhibit.  

Celia Zamorano will also be working closely with the trio, using her artistic skills to give the exhibit some 
much needed aesthetic value. The museum would like to thank Edward Muldoon for his generous 
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donation of 500$, which is greatly appreciated in our work to update the exhibit. 

The renovation of the exhibit has even brought back memories of people long gone. While disassembling a 
cork board display of early blacksmith equipment, staff found a small message scrawled on the back of the 
board; “This exhibit was made by Norman Paul in 1980”. Norman Paul was an accomplished whittler and 
farmer who was instrumental in the efforts to rebuild the museum. He was a man who did everything, and 
everything he did was done well.  

Our museum’s mandate covers Mississippi Mills (Almonte, , Pakenham, Clayton, Blakeney, Appleton, Leckie’s Corners, 
Bennie’s Corners, etc.). If you or someone you know have information on blacksmithing in these areas please contact the North 
Lanark Regional Museum, as we welcome photos, records and items which tell the story of the area 

 

News: Ontario Volunteer Awards  
Brian Tackaberry, NLHS Secretary 
 
 Each year the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship 
and Immigration presents the Ontario 
Volunteer Awards to honour recipients across 
the province who have served as a volunteer 
with an organization for several years.  Several 
members of the North Lanark Historical 
Society board received their award at the 
Ottawa ceremony held on Friday June 6, 2014 
at Tudor Hall.   
 
Guest speaker for the evening was Lawrence 
Greenspon, well known Ottawa defense 
attorney and recognized long-time volunteer in 
many Ottawa organizations.  Each recipient was 
introduced and presented with a Volunteer Service 
Award Certificate and lapel pin indicating the years 
of service.   
 
Congratulations to the following on being recognized by the province of Ontario: Edward Wilson, 10 
years, Doreen Wilson, 10 years, Jennifer Armstrong 5 years, and Brian Tackaberry 5 years. 
 

The Museum Would Like to Thank… 

 All our volunteers, visitors and researchers!  

 Mr. Ed Muldoon for donating the funds for the re-design of the blacksmith display. 

 Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for their continued financial support.   

 The Ontario Trillium Foundation for funding our project “Paving the Way to Sustainability”, the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

 Equator Coffee Roasters of Almonte, for supplying coffee for our Strawberry Social. 

 Young Canada Works and Service Canada for funding our summer staff positions. 

 And to anyone we may have missed, thank you for your continued support! 

Brian Tackaberry, Jennifer Armstrong, and Ed Wilson at 
the Ontario Volunteer Awards Ceremony. 
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Events 2014: Mark Your Calendar! 
 
 
 

May 12 to Sept. 1 
Museum Open Daily 
10:00am to 4:00pm 

Museum Summer Hours  
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 
or appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. NOTE: the museum is now 
charging: Admission by Donation. Suggested minimum $3.00/person 
 

Sunday June 22 
2:00 to 4:00pm 

Strawberry Social  
Tea, coffee, strawberry shortcake and musical entertainment. Tickets 
$10.00, please purchase in advance. 
 

Wednesday July 9 
7:00pm 

NLHS Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday July 9, 7:00pm 
A brief business meeting (elections, minutes, Trillium update) will be 
followed by an entertaining history lecture. Guest speaker TBD. 
 

Sunday August 17 
2:00 to 3:30pm 

WWI Book Launch 
Launch of the book: The Lost Generation of Mississippi Mills: WWI 
Casualties produce by the Town of Mississippi Mills and the North 
Lanark Historical Society. Event at the Almonte Old Town Hall. 
 

Sept. 2 to Nov. 15 
Museum Open 

Wed to Saturday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

Museum Fall Hours  
For genealogy or research requests please call in advance 613-257-8503 
or  appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 
 

Sept. 28, 
1:30pm-4:00pm 

Apple Pie Social 
Apple Pie, ice cream, and refreshments. Tickets are $5.00 
 

Sunday, Nov. 2 
2:00pm-4:00pm 

November Military Exhibit Launch 
Unveiling of the museum’s military display, with a guest speaker and     
refreshments. 
 

Nov, 12-16 
 

Genealogy Workshop: 
Conventional Genealogy - Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  Nov, 12-
15, 2:00pm-4:00pm 
DNA Testing for Genealogy – Saturday, Nov 16, 10:00am-12:00pm 
Advance Registration Required. Please call or email the museum to register. 
 

 

mailto:appletonmuseum@hotmail.com
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The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank 
several people and organizations for their continued support: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

North Lanark Historical Society: Membership and Donation Form 

P.O. Box 218 Almonte ON K0A 1A0  
2014    Membership:      Individual   $10.00 
      Family   $25.00 
Donation:   $10.00  $30.00  $50.00     _______ 
Ramp Campaign  $25.00  $50.00  $100.00   _______ 
 
      TOTAL AMOUNT:  _______ 
 
Name:   _____________________________________________ Phone #:  _______________  
Address: _____________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
Are you interested in volunteering at the MUSEUM?  YES/NO  
 
Do you prefer a paper or electronic copy of  the newsletter? ____________________________ 

 
Please make cheques payable to the North Lanark Historical Society 

Membership and Donations may be combined and are eligible for tax deductible charitable receipts. 
By becoming a member, renewing your membership or by making a donation to the Society you 
make it possible for us to meet our many goals. In return you will receive our newsletters which 

give notice of  all our upcoming events.  Thank You for your Support! 


